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The Current Stats…

 Autism = 1 in 110 (2009)

 ~ 730,000 children from 0-21 in U.S. (2010)

 >70% increase from prior estimate in 2002

 35,000 newly diagnosed cases each year



What the research is telling us…

National Research Council –
• United States Dept. of Ed 
• Convened experts
• Determined best practices in education

*For more information see Educating Children with Autism (2001)



What the research is telling us…

National Research Council
Findings & Recommendations:
 Begin early
 Individualize
 25 hours of instruction
 Repeated opportunities to learn
 Low student /teacher ratios
 On-going measurement
 Family involvement



What the research is telling us…

National Research Council
Curriculum Areas:
 Functional communication
 Social instruction
 Play and leisure
 Cognitive and academic skills
 Challenging behavior
 Generalization and maintenance 



What the research is telling us…

National Standards Proje
• Expert panel
• Comprehensive analysis of autism treatments
• National Standards Report findings:

1. Established treatments
2. Emerging treatments
3. Unestablished treatments 

*For more information go to www.nationalautismcenter.org

http://www.nationalautismcenter.org/


What the research is telling us…

National
Established treatments – beneficial outcomes
 11 treatments identified
 Majority developed in the behavioral literature 

(e.g., Applied Behavior Analysis)
 Examples: 

• Comprehensive behavioral treatment
• Joint attention intervention
• Antecedent interventions



The Challenges faced by 
Schools & Service Providers…
1. How to standardize the delivery of research-based 

educational services for all children with autism?

2. How to provide training & support across multiple 
staff and geographic locations?

3. How to cost-effectively manage the increased 
demand for autism services?



Who We Are…

Mission
To make research-based educational treatment 

tools accessible, affordable and easy-to-use
for parents and professionals.
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Web-based Educational
Treatment Platform

• Parents/Individuals
 Nationwide
 Worldwide – 26 countries

• Professionals
 100’s of school districts nationwide
 Health Net - behavioral health subsidiary (MHN)
 Department of Defense – military base schools worldwide
 Medicaid coverage through waiver program in two states



• Key Components
 Comprehensive curriculum
 Individualized assessment tool
 Staff & parent training modules
 Data tracking & progress reporting
 Ongoing professional support

Web-based Educational
Treatment Platform



Comprehensive Video-Based 
Autism Curriculum

 1200+ video-based ABA exercises
 Research-based WITHOUT the jargon
 Featuring children with autism

Provides the TOOLS to teach!



Comprehensive Video-Based 
Autism Curriculum

 Early intervention through high school
 Covers the full spectrum
 Benefits children with other disabilities

Based on INDIVIDUALIZED needs!



Comprehensive Video-Based 
Autism Curriculum

The FIRST & ONLY
Autism Curriculum aligned with the

Common Core State Standards

(www.corestandards.org)

http://www.corestandards.org/


Comprehensive Video-Based 
Autism Curriculum

WINNER of the 2011 Education Innovation Summit
Best in Class Curriculum Award

WINNER of the 2011 Codie Award
Best Instructional Solution for 
Special Needs Students



Performance Generalization

(Cardinal & Jenson, 2011)



Student Skill Acquisition
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“I noticed something different every time I watched it.  It 
helped me change my teaching.”

“Once I was trained through video, I saw a noticeable change.
I liked the positive reinforcement, and responses that would help teach.”

“It was very helpful to me to have the video modeling training.
I was able to focus on what the best approach was in helping these kids.”

“If everyone could have some of the video modeling training 
it would greatly benefit our students.“

“I like that it’s visual.  I’m a visual learner.” 

Paraprofessional Feedback

(Cardinal & Jenson, 2011)



Here’s how it works…

1. Assess: Brief Skills Checklist
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Here’s how it works…

1. Assess: Brief Skills Checklist
2. Plan: Recommended Lessons
3. Modify: Manage Curriculum
4. Data: View Progress & Reports

























Here’s how it works…

1. Assess: Brief Skills Checklist
2. Plan: Recommended Lessons
3. Modify: Manage Curriculum
4. Data: Progress Tracking & Reporting
5. Train: Principles of ABA – eLearning Series









What users are saying…
“It is a standard curriculum that can be easily tailored to individual students…
By having Rethink, I am able to focus my energy on actually teaching my
students, as opposed to developing the lessons/curriculum…

…It creates a standard method of measurement and data presentation…
Having a centralized method is great for teacher collaboration as well as
beneficial for parents.”

Ms. Jessica Ghai, Teacher
Cambridge Public Schools (MA)



What users are saying…
“We are thrilled with the Rethink Autism program. Who would have thought
that our paraprofessionals would have improved so much in their
implementation of the programs from watching your instructors and the
videos! The site is so user friendly I have not had any technical assistance
issues…

…Although we are in our most dismal budget time in education, I can’t imagine
us not spending the dollars necessary to continue with Rethink Autism. Your
support to our district has been awesome!”

Ms. Laura McGill, Program Specialist 
School District of Indian River County (FL) 



What users are saying…

“Rethink Autism is an innovative program that has helped us put the essential
components of an evidence-based program for individuals with autism at the
fingertips of educators across the state…

…The Rethink Autism program reinforces the teaching components we cover
during our trainings. It's been tremendously beneficial to provide this resource
to educators who are committed to providing quality educational services to
individuals with autism spectrum disorders."

Annette Wragge, State Coordinator
The Nebraska ASD Network



What users are saying…
“[Our team] has had the opportunity to work with Rethink Autism through trial
memberships. We are both convinced that it can be a big help to DDESS/DODEA
in our efforts to improve the quality of our ABA-based services to students with
autism…

…This product is simply excellent and unique to anything I’ve seen on the
market.”

Mr. Terry Dutton, Instructional Systems Specialist - ASD
Department of Defense Educational Agency

*From review submitted to David Cantrell, Chief of Special Education and Student Services Branch for DoDEA – shared with permission from Mr. Dutton.



What users are saying…
“No other program that we have investigated, in print or on line, has offered
an intervention option that within a day of initiating the service has a plan to
implement and a promise for a path to continue following. It allows for a true
team effort to assess the best fit for the program, the skills of the child and the
environment that supports the child…

…The video gives a fabulous and consistent training tool to ensure that all
staff get to view the program in action.”

Suzanne Sterrett, Program Coordinator
Child Development Center (Montana Medicaid Provider)



What users are saying…

“This website is a pretty amazing tool to get access to ABA therapies without
all of the usual cost. My experience with it has been great, because the
website really helps devise an individual plan for each child. As you pick goals
through the website there is an ability to track data, follow progress, make
schedules, and communicate with other members of a child's team.”

Abbey Hood, Director
Easter Seals Metropolitan Chicago



For More Information:

www.rethinkautism.com

Contact:

Jamie Pagliaro, EVP
jamie@rethinkautism.com

646-257-2919 ext. 205

mailto:jamie@rethinkautism.com

